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OPINION 716

PHASMATIDAEGRAY, 1835 (INSECTA, PHASMATODEA): ADDED
TO THE OFFICIAL LIST OF FAMILY-GROUPNAMES

RULING. —(1) The family-group name phasmatidae (correction of phas-

midae) Gray, 1835 (type-genus Phasma Lichtenstein, 1796) is hereby placed on

the Official List of Family-Group Names in Zoology with the NameNumber 382.

(2) The family-group name phasmidae Gray, 1835 (type-genus Phasma

Lichtenstein, 1796) (an incorrect original spelling for phasmatidae) is hereby

placed on the Official Index of Rejected and Invalid Family-Group Names in

Zoology with the NameNumber 411.

HISTORY OF THE CASE (Z.N.(S.) 1596)

An application to place the family-group name phasmatidae on the Official

List was first received from Dr. K. H. L. Key in September 1956. The applica-

tion embodying this recommendation was pubHshed on 8 April 1960 in Bull,

zool. NomencL 17 : 235-240. The majority of Dr. Key's proposals in this

application were approved by the Commission in January 1961, and embodied

in the Ruling of Opinion 641. The history of the dispute on the use of phas-

midae or phasmatidae is given in that Opinion {Bull. zool. NomencL 19 : 274-

279). Public Notice of the possible use of the plenary powers to preserve the

name phasmidae was given in a Secretary's note {Bull. zool. NomencL 19 : 294,

257) and to the other prescribed serial publications (See Constitution Article

12b; Bull. zool. NomencL 21 : 184). A letter of support for the use of phas-

matidae by Dr. D. K. McE. Kevan was published in Bull. Zool. NomencL

20 : 256. The following summary of issues was prepared by Dr. Key and was

circulated to Commissioners with Voting Paper (64)2.

"
(1) Phasmatidae is the form that is correct under the Code. The Com-

mission has a general obligation to support the Code, and the onus therefore

rests on the person invoking the plenary powers to demonstrate beyond doubt

that normal operation of the Code will lead to a significant degree of instability

or confusion.
"

(2) Although ' Phasmatidae ' is a minority usage, it has been employed

quite frequently since at least 1881, and is perhaps gaining ground. It is the

form used in what is probably the most widely consulted single zoological text,

the Zoological Record, and in Brues, Mellander & Carpenter's ' Classification

of Insects' (1954), among other works. The issue is therefore not whether
' Phasmidae ' should be ' replaced ' by some name newly resurrected from

the past, but rather which of two long-current speUings should be accepted.

"
(3) The long period over which both names have been in use, taken in

conjunction with the rather slight difference in spelUng, suggests that few zoolo-

gists who are accustomed to the speUing ' Phasmidae ' would fail to recognise

this name in the form ' Phasmatidae '. The comparable words ' stoma,

stomata ' and ' stigma, stigmata ' are quite famihar and the parallel should be
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obvious. The position would be different if the alternative names had no
obvious connection with each other.

" (4) For these reasons, I hold that no adequate grounds exist for suspending
the operation of the Code in this case.

"

DECISION OF THE COMMISSION
On 27 April 1964 the Members of the Commission were invited to vote under

the Three-Month Rule on Voting Paper (64)2 either for or against the validation
under the plenary powers of the spelling phasmidae for the family-group name
based on Phasma Lichtenstein. At the close of the prescribed voting period on
27 July 1964 the state of the voting was as follows;

Affirmative votes— seven (7), received in the following order: Boschma,
Tortonese, Riley, Bonnet, Borchsenius, Forest, Mayr.

Negative votes— twenty (20): China, Hering, Holthuis, Lemche, Vokes,
Simpson, Stoll, Uchida, Miller, do Amaral, Obruchev, Sabrosky, Evans, Kraus,
Jaczewski, Alvarado, Mertens, Binder, Brinck, Ride.

On Leave of Absence —one (1): Munroe.
Voting Papers not returned— one (1): Hubbs.

Original References

The following are the original references for names placed on the Official
List and Index by the Ruling given in the present Opinion

:

PHASMATiDAEGray, 1835, Syn. Phasm.: 1-44
PHASMIDAEGray, 1835, an incorrect original speUing for phasmatidae q.v.

CERTIFICATE
I certify that the votes cast on Voting Paper (64)2 were cast as set out above,

that the use of the plenary powers for the adoption of the proposal contained in
that Voting Paper was refused, and that the decision so taken, being the decision
of the International Commission, is truly recorded in the present Opinion No
716.

W. E.CHINA
Acting Secretary

International Commission on Zoological Nomenclature

London

3 September 1964


